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The Cantonese Opera Zhou Yu Thrice Humiliated has been on the verge of
extinction in the past 20 years. To honour his predecessors and mentors, Yuen
Siu-fai has revived this production in recent years. Besides his long-time stage
partners, he has also gathered some of the three generations' local elites to perform
in this precious opera gem.

This traditional Chinese opera Zhou Yu Thrice Humiliated is adapted from
Romance of the Three Kingdoms. Yuen Siu-fai, artistic director of the piece, plays
Zhou Yu, portraying this strategic personality; Lee Lung plays the heroic and loyal
general Zhao Zilong; while Wan Fai-yin plays Sun Shangxiang, torn between
nation and love.
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In this episode from the Three Kingdoms saga, Zhou Yu schemes to use Sun
Shangxiang, sister of Sun Quan, as a pawn in a political marriage to keep Liu Bei
in the State of Dongwu. However, the ruse turns into real attraction and Liu stays.
Liu's general Zhao Zilong rebukes him, prompting him to return to Jingzhou with
his bride, as she chooses to stand by her husband. Later, after failing to seige
Nanjun and keep Liu using the beauty trap, Zhou seeks revenge. He pretends
to lead a campaign against Xichuan but detours to reclaim Jingzhou. Zhuge
anticipates the plan and lays ambushes with Huang Zhong and Wei Yan. Zhou
is defeated and retreats, only to encounter Zhang Fei and suffer further loss.
Gravely wounded and humiliated, he falls ill with grief. Zhuge sends a mocking

letter disguised as concern. On reading it, Zhou is so enraged . —
that he collapses. In his last moments, he writes to Sun Quan, J é |
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lamenting, 'Why must Zhuge Liang be born, if I already live?'
Thus ends the life of a tragic hero, consumed by rivalry.




£—8 Hksr
%0 R

e 1K 5 15 2

B0 BT RAX R
BT BUE B
BNy EAs

BAY 4

CrRR REE ] TS

Scene 1 At the Ganlu Monastery
Scene 2 Zhao Zilong Urges Liu Bei to Return

Intermission of 15 minutes

Scene 3 A Bride Lost and Troops Defeated
Scene 4 The Ruse of Borrowed Passage

Scene5 Lu Hua Dang

Scene 6 Returning the Token to the Camp

Scene 7 The Death of Zhou Yu

i H =213/ i Running time of the performance is approximately 3 hours
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The Battle at Changbanpo is a well-known story from the Three Kingdoms period,
highlighting the bravery and loyalty of the general Zhao Zilong. It was a popular
plot in Peking Opera. The Cantonese operatic version was specially devised by
Yuen Siu-fai in celebrating the reopening of Ko Shan Theatre after its refurnishing
in 1996. The intricate characters and plots of the story have been refined and
revitalised. Zhao Zilong, played by Lee Lung, broke into the enemy camp single-
handedly and rescued Liu Bei's son A Dou, showing his fearless spirit and loyalty;
Yuen Siu-fai, who has scripted and performed the piece himself, plays Liu Bei, the
leader of Shu, conveying an unwavering determination and devotion; Wan Fai-
yin's gracious presence revenders a very convincing beauty Diao Chan.

Besides the three leading roles, Yuen has engaged more than a dozen actors in this
performance, incorporating both the Southern and Northern School in the Xiqu
art skills. The collaboration between the three veterans in the Cantonese Opera
scene, be they battle scenes or literary dramas, are delicate, natural and smooth.
The whole play is complete with proper music arrangements, spiced up by
powerful gongs and drums, guiding audience straight into the world of the Three
Kingdoms.
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Cao Cao launches a major campaign against Xuzhou, forcing Lu Bu to retreat
and fortify himself in Xiapi. Betrayed by General Hou Cheng, who steals his
prized Red Hare steed and weapon, Lu contemplates surrender. This leads to the
execution of Lu at White City Gate, Chen Gong curses Cao before his own death
and Zhang Liao pledges allegiance to Cao. To thwart Cao's schemes to kill him,
Liu Bei adopts a humble life, tending vegetables in a rear garden as a cover for his
true ambitions. Cao tests him with the famed '"Mulling over Who Will Become the
True Hero' scene to gauge Liu's aspirations to rule. Liu artfully evades exposure.

Later, Liu flees to Jiangxia. Cao's forces catch up at Changbanpo in Dangyang. A
brutal battle separates Liu from his family. Zhao Zilong charges into enemy lines
alone, rescuing Mi Zhu, Jian Yong, and Lady Gan. When Lady Mi is wounded, she
entrusts her infant son A Dou to Zhao before committing suicide. Zhao hides the
baby under his armour and fights his way out. At Changban Bridge, Zhang Fe1 s
thunderous roar stops Cao's army, causing chaos and retreat.
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Prelude
Scene 1 Lu Bu Captured After Being Defeated
Scene 2 Beheading Lu Bu at the White City Gate

Scene 3 Mulling over Who Will Become
the True Hero

135K 5. 15208  Intermission of 15 minutes
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Scene 4 The Battle at Changbanpo

Scene 5 Zhao Zilong Single-Handedly
Saves His Master

i H = £13 /Mg Running time of the performance is approximately 3 hours
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Guan Yu / Eight generals of Cao Cao
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Yuen Siu-fai began his performing career in films as a child actor at the age of
seven before turning to Cantonese Opera. He was first trained under the virtuoso,
Sun Ting Heung Yiu, then formally became a disciple of the famous star, Mak Bing-
wing. He also learnt martial arts from Yuen Siu-tien, and honed his vocal skills
under Lau Siu-wing, Wong To and Lam Siu-lau. In particular, Yuen is renowned
for his insights in nanyin (southern tunes), a kind of narrative singing belonging
to the Cantonese music system. Yuen has received numerous awards, including
Bronze Bauhinia Star by the Hong Kong SAR Government in 2014 and Award for

Outstanding Contribution in Arts in 2016 and Life Achievement Award in 2025 by
Hong Kong Arts Development Council (HKADC).
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Lee Lung is a disciple of the famous Cantonese
Opera actor, Chan Fei-nung, at the age of nine. He
has performed with various veteran actors, including
Mak Bing-wing, Chan Kam-tong, Leung Sing-po and Lam Ka-sing. He became a
lead actor, performing wenwusheng (civil and martial male) roles in the late 1970s.
Some of his most notable productions include Zhou Yu, The Battle at Changbanpo
and Three Generals Trapped at Mount Xiao. In 2015, he received a Medal of
Honour from the Hong Kong SAR Government.
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Wan Fai-yin received vocal training from famous
musician Wong Yuet-sang. She learnt stylised acting
skills from Ng Sik-yee, Wu Gongxia, Tam Shan-shan,
and practiced martial arts from Yam Tai-fun, Ma Yugqi and Liu Xun. She was awarded

the Medal of Honour by the Hong Kong SAR Government and the Award for Artist of
the Year (Xiqu) by the HKADC in 2012.
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Wan Yuk-yu developed a keen interest in Cantonese gt
Opera when he was young, and was coached under [FNgy ;

leading actor Law Ka-ying, joining the esteemed Tai

Kwan Ying Troupe to perform both locally in Hong Kong and touring in the United
States, Canada, France, the Netherlands and Australia, etc. In more recent years,
he has gained fame widely across Singapore and Malaysia, earning resounding

acclaim and cementing his status as a rising star of the new generation within the
Cantonese Opera realm.

WA W Tam Wing-lun, Alan
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Tam Wing-lun, Alan came from a family of Cantonese Opera professionals, with
grandparents who were active in the field. He was therefore exposed to the
art form when he was very young, and made his stage debut at the age of three
performing huadan (female lead) roles. He was a formal disciple of Ng Cheuk-
jung, actor in chou (comic) roles, and received training from veteran artists such
as Lam Kam-tong, Cheung Po-wah, Lui Hung-kwong, Cheng Wing-mui, Fu Yuet-
wah, Ho Mang-leung, and Wong Ka-ling. He completed the training programme
at the Cantonese Opera Academy of Hong Kong specialising in sheng (male lead)
roles. He was previously a cast member of the Cantonese Opera Young Talent

Showcase of the Chinese Artists Association of Hong Kong, and is currently a
resident performer of the Tea House Rising Stars Troupe.
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Ho Wai-ling began performing on stage with her uncle, the celebrated Cantonese
Opera star Ho Fei-fan, from a very young age. At 16, she became a disciple of
veteran actress Law Yim-hing — the first ever of Law — and began her formal
training as a huadan (female lead). Later, an unexpected opportunity arose when
she was invited to perform a cameo sheng (male lead) role and received positive
acclaim. This led to further guidance from Fung Wong Nui, who taught her a
comprehensive range of stagecraft. She also received stylised movements training
of the Northern School under masters Qi Yukun and Yam Tai-fun. All these
shaped her into a versatile performer who can command both civil and martial
roles in transvestite form. Ho has performed wenwusheng (civil and martial male)
roles with various opera troupes before founding her own troupe, Fay Farn Heung
Cantonese Opera Troupe. She has collaborated with celebrated artists such as
Wan Fai-yin, Chan Ka-ming, and Lee Fung.
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speakers: Yuen Siu-fai, Lee Lung, Wan Fai-yin
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Moderator: Barbara Tang
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In Cantonese
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or light emitting
devices before the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for
the audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance is in progress while
photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.
Thank you for your co-operation.
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Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your
views on this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also welcome
to write to us by email at cp2@Ilcsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2741 2658.

A R R B A s 2 T B T H AR - SERIBEDL T E - wwwlesd.gov.hk/te/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship
by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave
their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively
during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of
latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The content of the
programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent

the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.
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House programme information provided by the arts group and translated by KCL Language Consultancy
Limited.
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