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Henan Yuediao

Henan Yuediao is one of the three major Chinese opera genres in Henan Province
and was on the first list of Intangible Cultural Heritage at the National Level in 2006.
It originated in the Nanyang region of Henan and Xiangyang in Hubei, and over three
hundred years, it gained popularity across Henan. Known for its distinctive vocal styles,
intricate musicality, and captivating stage aesthetics, Yuediao is famously described as
having ‘nine vocal tones, eighteen variations, and seventy-two ending utterances’.

The genre evolved from an early qupai (set tune) structure to the more flexible
bangiang (rhythmic) system. Its instrumentation also transitioned from the rustic
elephant-nose four-string lute to the more agile zhuizi. Influenced by regional culture,
Yuediao developed two main stylistic branches: the Lower Route, which is from Nanyang,
is known for its refined elegance, intricate coloratura, and signature falsetto techniques;
the Upper Route, which is dominant in Xuchang, Luohe, and Zhoukou, is bold, powerful,
and passionate, with renowned artists such as Zhang Xiuqging, Shen Fengmei, and
Mao Ailian. These two distinct styles complement each other, ensuring the enduring
vitality of this ancient operatic art.
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Jiang Wei Surrenders vividly reenacts a pivotal moment in the Three Kingdoms tales,
when Zhuge Liang, prime minister and strategist of Shu, recognises the extraordinary

talent of young general Jiang Wei of the opponent side and cleverly persuades him to join
his ranks.

The protagonist Zhuge Liang is played by Shen Xiaomei, a Yuediao virtuoso and exponent
of the Shen School. She plays the xusheng (bearded male) role with a commanding
presence and sings in a deep, resonant voice with crisp enunciation. In the sixth scene,
in the aria which is the highlight of the opera, Zhuge sways Jiang Wei’s loyalty with a
game-changing persuasive piece. The moment is a testament to Shen’s mastery as the
first Plum Blossom Award winner in the Yuediao genre. Nie Lei’s portrayal of Jiang Wei
captures the young warrior’s inner turmoil, especially in the poignant line, ‘Defeat has
left me utterly ashamed’, which laying bare his conflict between duty and ambition.
Against a backdrop of war and shifting allegiances, the dynamic between Zhuge Liang’s
far-sighted leadership and Jiang Wei’s martial prowess immerses the audience in a
~ dramatic retelling of history. A true Yuediao. classic, Jiang Wei Surrenders masterfully
blends hlstory heroism, and artlstry »
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The story is set during the Three Kingdoms period. Zhuge Liang of Han attempts to
seize Tianshui Pass using a ruse. But his plan is seen through by Jiang Wei, with the Shu
general Zhao Zilong suffering a major defeat, much to the shock of Zhuge. He sends Ma
Dai on a reconnaissance mission, and finds out that the general defending Tianshui Pass
is none other than Jiang Wei — a valiant, loyal general of exceptional talent and integrity,
known for his filial piety as well. Zhuge decides to win him over
£ to the Han camp. He devises a series of strategic battles
to test Jiang while at the same time sending agents
to rescue Jiang’s mother and wife, who are
being held hostage by Ma Zun. When Jiang
is cornered by the Shu army at the foot of
Fengming Mountain, Zhuge persuades
v, him by making him see the broader
political situation. He also arranges
Jiang’s family to be reunited with
him. Jiang is moved by Zhuge’s
magnanimity and pledges his
allegiance to Han.




B—% FH#EPS  Scenel1 Jiang Wei Halting the Order
B WIGHEIHEL  Scene 2 News from the Battle
F=5 / ¥ =% Scene 3 Three Clever Orders

o HIGKRE 15438 Intermission of 15 minutes
B0 Bl KK  Scene 4  Fighting Jiang Wei in Turns

S WA  Scene5 Welcoming Jiang Wei’s Kin
Sy WREHE Scene 6 Jiang Wei Surrenders

- < H R 2 N 30 435
Running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours 30 minutes
e
= ¥ Main Cast
- Zhuge Liang : HH /Mg Shen Xiaomei
B 5t Zhuge Liang ¢ WALY% Hu Hongbo
% # JiangWei . . . :  #& H Nie Lei
# Jiang's mother : i Bk Zhao Yanlin

# £ Jiang's wife :  ZEI5 5 Li Qiaorong
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Breaking away from the traditionally solemn tone of Yuediao, Li Tianbao Gets Married
delivers a light-hearted and witty story. Zhang Zhongshi, a wealthy man who falsely
claims his daughter, Fengjie, has died to escape an arranged marriage. When the
prospective son-in-law, Li Tianbao, arrives to mourn her supposed passing, an unexpected
series of comedic mishaps ensues.

Yuediao master Shen Xiaomei and disciple Zhao Yanlin bring Li Tianbao to life on stage
with seamless chemistry. Their portrayal of Li captures his innocence and quick wit,
while Liu Zhiyou’s elaborate gestures and sharp-tongued delivery vividly portray the
greedy scoundrel Zhang Zhongshi.

The repertoire’s highlight comes in the fourth scene, where Li rushes to pay his respects
to his ‘deceased’ fiancée. In over a hundred lines of lyrical storytelling, he mournfully

recounts their love, blending sorrow with comedy.* Shen’s unique tragicomic singing

~ technique enhances the scene’s emotional depth, leaving the audience intrigued and
captivated. Masterfully weaving farcical situations with'traditional Chinese opera
elements Li Tlanbao Gets Married stands as an endurmg classic of Yuediao comedy
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The story takes place in the late Ming and early Qing dynasty. Zhang Zhongshi is
a wealthy man from Suiping County, Henan. He hopes to marry his daughter into
the affluent Li family, and arranges his eldest daughter, Fengjie, to be betrothed to
Li Tianbao, the Li family's young heir. A few years later, Tianbao's parents die, and the
family estate is destroyed by fire. Zhang intends to back out of the engagement, and lies
that Fengjie has died of a sudden illness. Tianbao promptly arrives at Zhang’s home to
pay his respects, and Zhang offers fifty taels of silver to his younger sister, Zhang Ailian,
to persuade his second daughter, Luanni, to lie in a coffin and pose as the deceased.
After the ruse, Ailian realises her brother has used a steelyard weight in place of the
silver to deceive her. Furious, she brings the real Fengjie to the local magistrate to
testify. The magistrate, seeing he has no gain in siding with Zhang Zhongshi, deliberately
rules in Tianbao’s favour, and orders that Fengjie and Tianbao be married on the spot.
So justice is delivered and the greedy Zhongshi is punished.




B MKESE Scenel Tragedy at the Zhao
Household

B8 RIFERF  Scene 2 A Scheme Set at the
Zhang Residence

W= iR Scene 3 Scheming in the Boudoir

135K 5. 1543 88 Intermission of 15 minutes

B WHIEE  Scene 4 Confrontation at the
Funeral Reception

By GRS . Scene 5 Truth Revealed at the
Boudoir

BARY  AXPEBl  Scene 6  Identifying the Bride in
the Courtroom
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Running time of the performance is approximately 2 hours 30 minutes

¥ Main Cast

ZERAR Li Tianbao :  H/PH Shen Xiaomei
ZERAR Li Tianbao : Y%k Zhao Yanlin
iR AVE Zhang Zhongshi  : - Bl K Liu Zhiyou
k%3 Zhang Ailian :  §R¥EF Zhang Xiping

i B Zhang Fengjie i & fF Sun Qiangian
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The Henan Provincial Yue Diao Art Protection and Inheritance Center was formerly
the Henan Yue Diao Theatre Troupe, which was founded in 1949 and was on China’s
first list of Intangible Cultural Heritage for Safeguarding at National Level. Over the
past 70 years, the troupe has created and staged more than 200 acclaimed productions,
boasting in particular its repertory based on Romance of the Three Kingdoms, such as
Jiang Wei Surrenders and Zhuge Liang Mourns Zhou Yu. Led by the late Yuediao master
Shen Fengmei and current director Shen Xiaomei, the troupe has received numerous
prestigious awards, including the Wenhua Grand Award and inclusion in the National
Fine Stage Art Project. It has performed extensively in Mainland and other parts of the
world, actively promoting traditional Chinese culture.

The troupe has performed in Beijing 14 times and has been received by prominent
leaders such as Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and Xi Jinping. Since 1965, many of its
productions have been adapted into films, such as Jiang Wei Surrenders, Li Tianbao
Gets Married, Laozi the Sage, and Zhuge Liang’s Campaigns to Qishan. In recent years,
new original works such as Laozi, Ji Hongchang, Hua Tuo, and Zhao Yiman have earned
critical acclaim. Nine of the troupe’s productions were selected for the China National
Arts Fund.

Today, the troupe has a full-sized establishment of 138 performers and staff which
covers a full spectrum of performing roles and technical functions. It continues to be a
highly influential artistic organisation at provincial level in China, upholding the legacy of
Yuediao and driving it forward.
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Shen Xiaomei is a bearer of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of H_enah -Yuedid(.)'.'at. g
National Level, and a Class One Performer specialised in xusheng (bearded male),
xiaosheng (young male) and laodan (old female) roles. The last disciple personally
trained by Yuediao master Shen Fengmei, she is a leading figure in the genre
today and currently serves as Director of the China Theatre Henan Provincial
Yue diao Art Protection and Inheritance Center. She is a recipient of the Plum
Blossom Award, the Wenhua Performance Award from the Ministry of Culture, the
Shanghai Magnolia Award, and the prestigious State Council Special Allowance.
Her best-known works include Jiang Wei Surrenders, Zhuge Liang Mourns Zhou
Yu, Zhuge Liang Takes on a Mission at a Time of Crisis, Laozi, The First Ming
Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang, and Zhuge Liang's Last Expedition to Qishan.

el

e

o et T R, S e

T I T TR B LA T S e M R AN

?:’l] fﬁj}i Liu Zhiyou

L BR - TR B M WA
R AT A e 3 T o B T
| OREEFR— e AT — I R kR
AR L 2 AL MR 6 e E SR BE - 28I
Iy AR K FEG A R N RN K
e AR o ORI H A CERIREH) - (B
BIRE) « () - (TR ~ ittt B ) ~ (b
FBK) - (ZT)% o

~ Liu Zhiyou is a Class One Performer specialised in laochou (elderly clown), laosheng
(old male), and hualian (painted face) roles. He is a disciple of He Quanzhi, bearer
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Henan Yuediao at National Level. He has won
multiple honours, including a Class One Award in Performance at the 15" Henan Drama
Competition; a Class Two Award in Performance at the 11™ Henan Drama Competition;
a Silver Award at the 2™ National Red Plum Cup Competition in Henan Region; a Silver
Award at the 4™ Yellow River Cup Drama Competition; and a Gold Award for Individual
Performance at the 6" Henan Competition for Short Plays. His best-known works include
Li Tianbao Gets Married, Veteran Guohui, Jiang Wei Surrenders, Mrs Bai Gets Drunk,
A Sovereign and His Ministers at a Golden Age, The Quarrelling In-Laws, and Laozi.
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Hu Hongbo is a Class One Performer specialised in xiaosheng (young male), xusheng -

(bearded male), and laosheng (old male) roles. A second-generation disciple of Yuediao
master Shen Fengmei, she trained under the Yuediao virtuoso Shen Xiaomei. She
has received many accolades, including a Gold Award at the Henan Provincial Drama
Competition, another Gold Award at the 6" Henan Youth Drama Competition, Best Actor
at the 10" Yellow River Theatre Festival, and recognition as ‘A Talent in Upholding the
Legacy of Performing Arts’ by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Her best-known
works include Jiang Wei Surrenders, Zhuge Liang Mourns Zhou Yu, Zhuge Liang Leaves
His Hermitage, Li Tianbao Gets Married, A Sovereign and His Ministers at a Golden Age,
and Blossoms in the Hills.
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Zhao Yanlin is a Ciass One Performer specialised in xiaosheng (young male), laosheng (old

male), and laodan (old female) roles. A second-generation disciple of Yuediao master
Shen Fengmei, she trained under the Yuediao virtuoso Shen Xiaomei. Her awards
include a Class One Award at the National Red Plum Cup Competition for Young Actors;
a Wenhua Class One Performance Award — Laosheng Section at the Henan Theatre
Competition for Young Actors; a Class One Award at the 9" Henan Competition for Short
Plays; and the honour of being named ‘A Talent in Upholding the Legacy of Performing
Arts’ by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Her best-known works include Hua Tuo, Li
Tianbao Gets Married, Jiang Wei Surrenders, Zhuge Liang Mourns Zhou Yu, and Letting
Cao Cao Go at Huarong Pass.
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Zhang Xiping is a Class One Performer specialised in gingyi (virtuous female) and daomadan
(the ‘sword-wielding and riding’ military female) roles, with additional expertise in caidan
(comic female) and choudan (clown female) roles. She has received numerous honours
including a Class One Award at the National Rural Modern Short Play Showcase; a Silver
Award at the National Guohua Cup Competition for Young and Middle-aged Performers; a
Gold Award at the National Red Plum Cup Competition in Henan Region; a Wenhua Class
One Award in Performance at the 10™ Henan Drama Competition; and a Class Two Award
at the 11" Henan Drama Competition. Her best-known works include Li Tianbao Gets

Married, Jiang Wei Surrenders, Mrs Bai Gets Drunk, Princess Chai Leads the Army to War,
Wang Baochuan, The Spring Breeze Fan, The Quarrelling In-Laws, and Secretary Limin.
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Nie Lei is a Class Two Performer specialised in wenwu xiaosheng (civil and martial young
male) roles, and excels in lingzisheng (military male with pheasant plumes in headgear),
hongsheng (red-faced male), and [aochou (elderly clown) roles. A second-generation
disciple of He Quanzhi, bearer of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Henan Yuediao at
National Level, he trained under Yuediao artist Liu Zhiyou. He is a recipient of a Class
Two Award at the Henan Wenhua Performance Awards; a Class Two Award at the 8"
Yellow River Theatre Festival; and another Class Two Award at the 9" Henan Young
Actors Competition. His best-known works include Zhou Yu at Red Cliff, Jiang Wei
Surrenders, Zhuge Liang Mourns Zhou Yu, The First Ming Emperor Zhu Yuanzhang and
Zhuge Liang Takes on a Mission at a Time of Crisis.
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Li Qiaorong is a Class Two Performer specialised in guimendah' (high-bbrn lady)" and
qingyi (virtuous female) roles. She has won many awards, including a Class One Award
at the 12™ Henan Drama Competition; a Class Two Award at the 9" Yellow River Theatre

Festival; a Silver Award at the Henan Yellow River Cup Young Actors Competition; a Gold
Award at the Henan Yingxie Cup Competition for Young Actors in Traditional Theatre; a
Gold Award at the National Red Plum Cup Competition in Henan Region; the 10™ Xiangyu
Cup Art Award etc. Her best-known works include Li Tianbao Gets Married, Execution of

Guan Yu, Mrs Bai Gets Drunk, The Double Locked Chest, Jiang Wei Surrenders, A Sovereign
and His Ministers at a Golden Age, and Fragrant Flowers Bloom and Wither.
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Sun Qiangian is a Class Two Performer specialised in guimendan (high-born lady) and
qingyi (virtuous female) roles. A second-generation disciple of the great Chang Xiangyu,
she trained under renowned Yu Opera artist Li Jinzhi. She has won many accolades,
including a Class One Award at the 7" Yellow River Theatre Festival (Individual
Performance); the ‘Five One Project’ Award at the 13" and 14" Anhui Cultural and
Ethical Advancement Awards; a Class One Wenhua Award for Performance at the 10™
Henan Youth Theatre Competition; Best Actor Award at the 10™ Yellow River Theatre
Festival; and a Class Two Award at the 7™ Yellow River Region Red Plum Theatre

Competition. Her best-known works include Li Tianbao Gets Married, Diao Chan,
Blossoms in the Hills, Winds over the Grand Canal, and Love at Jade Gate Pass.
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% B Tour Leader : B % Lu Qing

HI4HEX Deputy Tour Leader : H/pH§ Shen Xiaomei

# & Coordinator : R4 % Song Jinyong

B2l Sound Engineer : EHl - BB Wang Kai, Chen Qing

#& 6l Lighting Technician : Yl Luo Kai

JIk 2Rl Costume Designer : {UJ& Dai Bing

AL A% il Makeup Artist : 3R¥%F Zhang Lingping

#& 2K Prop Master : AP Jiang Gongping

5% H Stage Installation : JERIL » H1# Wang Changjiang, Shen Sen
% B Logistics : 5RA - ¥ Zhang Xiang, Guo Qingzhang
# B Cast:
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Liu Shaojun, Chen Qinglin, Zhu Jingyu, Hu Hongbo, Zhao Yanlin, Nie Lei, Zhang Xiping, Li
Baoxia, Li Qiaorong, Tian Jun, Chen Xingliang, Zhang Yingjie, Ma Lu, Qiu Yuye, Tian Dandan,
Ma Dayong, Nie Hongxia, Chang Wenqing, Chen Xiaoqing, Li Ming, Ma Yonghui, Luo Weigang,
Sun Qiangian, Li Hailang, Yuan Qian, Wang Tongxin, Tang Yaojun, Zhao Buran, Xu Guoyan, Li
Shuangbiao, Huang Zhihui, Ma Haoshuang, Li Yongxia

22 B Musicians :
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Lai Yunchao, Wang Guo, He Yan, Guo Yan, Du Qun, Wang Si, Zhao Haitao, Zhang Yong, Han
Guanghui, Xu Daogian, Zhao Wei, Liu Yuan, Kang Yuntao, Guo Lifang, Chen Haiyang

%% Coordinator : : vl
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AR5 H) Extension Activity

§ }\i;nj}({ Meet-the-Artists

W% Speakers : UM ~ Bl A ~ SIALYE - MRk - |EHE -
Shen Xiaomei, Liu Zhiyou, Hu Hongbo, Zhao Yanlin, Nie Lei
F:4# Moderator : BB (B #22% ) Chan Chun-miu (Chinese opera researcher)

AW AL T AT BORME 448 2 58 B =
AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
I B EEEE n Putonghua and Cantonese .




L| 4 BESimmuiam o R L4

Best for ages 4 and above
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https://www.hkiac.gov.hk/2025/tc/soulofshaolin.html
https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/soul-of-shaolin/?type=5
https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/cantonese-opera-zhou-yu-thrice-humiliated-by-zhuge-liang-and-the-battle-at-changbanpo/?type=2
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Zhou Yu Thrice Humiliated 4 A : ]
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Yuen Siu-fai, Lee Lung, Wan Fai-yin, Wan Yuk=yu
Tam Wing-lun, Alan
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The Battle at Changbanpo
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Lee Lung, Yuen Siu-fai, Wan Fai-yin, Wan Yuk-yu, Ho Wai-ling, 5
Tam Wing-lun, Alan CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL

26-27.7.2025 7:30pm

(7Sat - EHSen) #2268 7325 (EiE) = 31661288
K . 3166 1100 () www.urbtix.hk
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1% Details
Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall
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$180 - 480 www.ccf.gov.hk
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»Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People's Republic of China



https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/cantonese-opera-zhou-yu-thrice-humiliated-by-zhuge-liang-and-the-battle-at-changbanpo/?type=2
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Shape a Legendary Chapter
in Chinese Operatic History
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15-16.8.2025 7:30pm

(A Fri- 75Sat)

17.8.2025 2:30pm

(Hsun)
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Auditorium, Ko Shan Theatre New Wing
$250 - 450

2Bk Presented by

Zhejiang Jingkun Art Centef
(Kun Opera Troupe)
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ﬁ Bao Chen, Tian Yang, Xiang Weidong, Xu Ni,
J kY Wang Wenhul, Wang Hengtao, Hn Linan

16.8 | 7:30pm
. 5
The Lioness Roars
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Zeng Jie, Hu Ping, Bao Chen

17.8 | 2:30pm
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Traditional Opera Excerpts
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The Celestial Place,

Fighting on the Water
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https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/zhejiang-jingkun-art-center-kun-opera-troupe/?type=2
https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/classics-revisited-highlights-of-peking-opera-and-kunqu/?type=2
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31.5-10.9.2025 7:30pm/7:45pm (‘

(Z175 Wed & Sat) ')‘ 22687325 (HR) | BEE 21561288
B PHE TBHERE Cinema, Hong Kong Film Archive et R Beetlens
B s K 22 i % B8 Lecture Hall, Hong Kong Space Museum ET. DET;I
$70 www.ccf.gov.hk
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Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau

The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People's Republic of China



https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/chinese-opera-film-shows/?type=6
https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/zhejiang-jingkun-art-center-kun-opera-troupe/?type=2
https://www.ccf.gov.hk/tc/programme/classics-revisited-highlights-of-peking-opera-and-kunqu/?type=2
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Dear Patrons,

To avoid disturbance, please set your mobile phone on silent mode and switch off other beeping or light emitting
devices before the performance. To ensure an undistracted performance by artists and an enjoyable experience for
the audience, photo-taking, audio or video recording is strictly prohibited when the performance is in progress while
photo-taking without affecting others is allowed at curtain calls. Eating or drinking is not permitted in the auditorium.
Thank you for your co-operation.

EYHE
Questionnaire AR BRR AN F o #EEDEB BB AL A A B R - S B A -
B REH FEep2@lesd.gov.hk » B E F2741 2658 o
Thank you for attending the performance. Please fill in the e-questionnaire to give us your
views on this performance or on the LCSD cultural programmes in general. You are also welcome
to write to us by email at cp2@lcsd.gov.hk, or by fax at 2741 2658.

A7 B R R B AL S B T B B B AR > SRBISEDA TR wwwilesd.gov.hk/te/artist
Please visit the following webpage for information related to application for programme presentation / sponsorship
by the Leisure and Cultural Services Department: www.lcsd.gov.hk/en/artist
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave
their seats during the performance will only be admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively
during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse admission of
latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers.
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The presenter reserves the right to change the programme and substitute artists. The content of the
programme, as well as the content and information contained in this house programme do not represent

the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and the Leisure and Cultural Services Department.

SR ROt - PR BT S B TR A FIR -
House programme information provided by the arts group and translated by KCL Language Consultancy
Limited.
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