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The Signature Singing Style and Vocal Techniques of the Shen School in Henan Yuediao

FE L OATBOC 2 iR =
AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Speakers: Shen Xiaomei, Liu Zhiyou, Hu Hongbo, Zhao Yanlin, Nie Lei

EHF : BEW (SRiBrse)
Moderator: Chan Chun-mui (Chinese opera researcher)
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In Putonghua and Cantonese
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first come,
first served basis. Online registration is required.
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Tickets NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, self-service ticketing kiosks, on internet, by mobile app and telephone booking.
i F A5 Programme Enquiries: 2268 7325 R EWRE P R Ticketing Enquiries and Customer Service: 3166 1100

TE s % 5 Telephone Booking: 3166 1288 #H L% 5L Internet Booking: Www.urbtix.hk
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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder

and Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first come, first
served basis. Concessionary ticket holders must produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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Group Booking, Package Booking Discount and Exclusive Offer to Museum Pass Holders
BERARBEZAELER « hERBME 2025 HEXMERKKAMELE - SHAHM) BERS

Applicable to tickets for stage programmes, Chinese Opera Festival 2025: Chinese Opera Film Shows and Legacy and Vision:
Conversations with Chinese Cultural Masters only

Art Protection and Inheritance (enter
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BRBEAZIOREEME
For each purchase of 4-9 standard tickets

BXREBE10Z19REEME
For each purchase of 10-19 standard tickets

BREBE20Z29RIEEME
For each purchase of 20-29 standard tickets

BRBE30RIULEEMARE
For each purchase of 30 or more standard tickets
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BRBEIE4ASTEHANEEBMNRE
For each purchase of standard tickets for
3-4 different programmes

BRBESZ65TEHENEEBMR
For each purchase of standard tickets for
5-6 different programmes

FRBETESRULEFEEHEWEEME
For each purchase of standard tickets for
7 or more different programmes

BESERMR  ATZAET—ERE  FRBRNBAZKAS -

Patrons can enjoy only one of the discount offers for each ticket purchased. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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THRBERERH A RERREE - FHAARTRRLBERRERMERLR B HENER -

Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be
admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse
admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers. The presenter reserves the right to change the programme
and substitute artists. The content of the programme does not represent the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and Leisure and
Cultural Services Department.
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Theatre, Hong Kong City Hall
$390 $290 $190
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Henan Yuediao is one of the three major Chinese opera genres in Henan Province and was on the
first list of Intangible Cultural Heritage at the National Level in 2006. It originated in the
Nanyang region of Henan and Xiangyang in Hubei, and over three hundred years, it gained
popularity across Henan. Known for its distinctive vocal styles, intricate musicality, and
captivating stage aesthetics, Yuediao is famously described as having ‘nine vocal tones, eighteen
variations, and seventy-two ending utterances’.
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The genre evolved from an early qupai (set tune) structure to the more flexible banqiang
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A i o % e i % & 5 four-string lute to the more agile zhuizi. Influenced by regional culture, Yuediao developed two
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% O'I iy o 3% P . % H i s B Y a P! "‘ ] elegance, intricate coloratura, and signature falsetto techniques; the Upper Route, which is
2 o i & o l;J\ g B 8% & :: dominant in Xuchang, Luohe, and Zhoukou, is bold, powerful, and passionate, with renowned
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28.0.2025 | / Sat | 7:30pm
Y Li Tianbao Gets Married

21.6.202 | #. ri | 7:30pm
B2 HE ) Jiang Wer Surrenders
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Breaking away from the traditionally solemn tone of Yuediao, Li Tianbao Gets Married
delivers a light-hearted and witty story. Zhang Zhongshi, a wealthy man who falsely claims
his daughter, Fengjie, has died to escape an arranged marriage. When the prospective
son-in-law, Li Tianbao, arrives to mourn her supposed passing, an unexpected series of

Jiang Wei Surrenders vividly reenacts a pivotal moment in the Three Kingdoms tales, when Zhuge Liang, prime comedic mishaps ensues.

minister and strategist of Shu, recognises the extraordinary talent of young general Jiang Wei of the opponent side
and cleverly persuades him to join his ranks. Yuediao master Shen Xiaomei and disciple Zhao Yanlin bring Li Tianbao to life on stage
with seamless chemistry. Their portrayal of Li captures his innocence and quick wit, while
Liu Zhiyou’s elaborate gestures and sharp-tongued delivery vividly portray the greedy

scoundrel Zhang Zhongshi.

The protagonist Zhuge Liang is played by Shen Xiaomei, a Yuediao virtuoso and exponent of the Shen School. She
plays the xusheng (bearded male) role with a commanding presence and sings in a deep, resonant voice with crisp
enunciation. In the sixth scene, in the aria which is the highlight of the opera, Zhuge sways Jiang Wei’s loyalty with
agame-changing persuasive piece. The moment is a testament to Shen’s mastery as the first Plum Blossom Award
winner in the Yuediao genre. Nie Lei’s portrayal of Jiang Wei captures the young warrior’s inner turmoil, especially
in the poignant line, ‘Defeat has left me utterly ashamed’, which lays bare his conflict between duty and ambition.
Against abackdrop of war and shifting allegiances, the dynamic between Zhuge Liang’s far-sighted leadership and
Jiang Wei’s martial prowess immerses the audience in a dramatic retelling of history. A true Yuediao classic,
Jiang Wei Surrenders masterfully blends history, heroism, and artistry.

The repertoire’s highlight comes in the fourth scene, where Li rushes to pay hisrespects ..
to his ‘deceased’ fiancée. In over a hundred lines of lyrical storytelling, he mournfully
recounts their love, blending sorrow with comedy. Shen’s unique tragicomic singing
technique enhances the scene’s emotional depth, leaving the audience intrigued and
captivated. Masterfully weaving farcical situations with traditional Chinese opera
elements, Li Tianbao Gets Married stands as an enduring classic of Yuediao comedy.

323 Main Cast 32 Main Cast
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Shen Xiaomei, Hu Hongbo, Nie Lei, ZhaoYanlin, Li Qiaorong Shen Xiaomei, Liu Zhiyou, ZhaoYanlin, Zhang Xiping, Sun Qiangian
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The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes. Information provided by the Henan Provincial Yue Diao Art Protection and Inheritance Center



