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Tickets are NOW available at all URBTIX outlets, self-service ticketing kiosks, on internet, by mobile app URBTIX and telephone booking.
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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, and
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Concessionary ticket holders must produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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‘Generations Together 1+1°, Group Booking, Package Booking Discount and Exclusive Offer to Museum Pass Holders
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Hebei Bangzi Opera: A Fine Mix of the Lyrical and the Vigorous in
Its Civil and Martial Repertoires
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wE RER E[‘_Iﬁh“" :fill:ti_ﬁ B - Only applicable to stage programmes (except specified programmes), Chinese Opera Festival 2026: Chinese Opera Film Shows and
Speakers: Wu Guiyun, Qiu Ruide, Hao Shichao, Sun Na Legacy and Vision: Conversations with Chinese Cultural Masters. For discount details, please visit the Chinese Culture Festival or the
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Moderator: Hu Guangming (Chinese opera researcher)
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Yy = P == BB E = BE & Discount on the standard ticket
AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre H‘H‘bﬂ_ﬂ"] +11EBR OFRE/ ﬁ%&%m + 0§EIE1§IF'37;<
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for the same performance 10% off
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Number of programmes on
each purchase of standard tickets

Discount on the standard ticket
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or more different programmes 25%, off
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CHINESE OPERA FESTIVAL
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Patrons can enjoy only one of the discount offers for each ticket purchased. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be
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24-25.7.2026 7:30pm
admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse
admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers. The presenter reserves the right to change the programme ¢ 2 6 7 2 02 6 2 . 3 Op m
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and substitute artists. The content of the programme does not represent the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and Leisure and

Cultural Services Department. ' .
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12 Hing Ning Road, Kwai Chung, New Territories WWW. CCf gOV h k F‘t& i SR Presented by

#H Enquiries: 2408 0128 > f \C | SPES Chinese OperaFestival Eﬂ.

S #] Organised by

D PEARKMBAESBRLTREBN
- XERAERKER RRARX(EEHE uBeEX WA S
| Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau Leisure and Cultural =~  GEmlals  cHNEsE CULTURE PROMOTION OFFICE

/' The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Services Department
of the People’s Republic of China
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The house programme will be

uploaded on the performance day.
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Hebei Bangzi Opera took shape around the late Qing dynasty, first building on Shanxi and
Shaanxi Bangzi Opera, then developed its own distinctive northern style through
assimilating Hebei dialects and folk arts, elements from Peking Opera and
Kunqu Opera. It was popular across the Beijing—Tianjin—Hebei region.
The genre was historically known by several names, including Jing Bangzi,
Wei Bangzi, and Zhili Bangzi. In 2006, Hebei Bangzi Opera was inscribed
onto China’s National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The vocal style is
powerful and impassioned, characterised by a high register and the
combined use of natural and falsetto voices, giving the
singing abold and penetrating tone. The musicisled
by the banhu (a high-pitched bowed string
instrument), while wooden clappers mark
the rhythm with bright, resonant beats.
Its musical patterns are varied and
dynamic. Performance style is direct and
vigorous. Civil plays are marked by strong
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emotional expression, while martial plays 2
are energetic and spectacular, often

AR incorporating demanding acrobatic techniques to heighten

Wu Guiyun dramatic tension. With its distinctive vocal power, rhythmic

= vitality and expressive stagecraft, Hebei Bangzi Opera
,:.'i'  remains one of the most representative regional opera genres
of Hebei Province.
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An Shuancheng
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Zhong Kui the Ghosteater kA8
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Zhong Kui the Ghosteater was created by the Hebei Bangzi Opera Theatre of Hebei Province in the 1980s. The story is based
on the folk tale of Zhong Kui, an upright scholar who died in protest of corruption in the imperial examinations, and was
appointed in the underworld as the divine catcher of demons. It has been performed more than 2,000 times in China and
abroad since its premiere. This performance features four Plum Blossom Award winners in lead roles, including
Wu Guiyun, in a rare female wusheng (martial male) interpretation, who combines elegant scholarly bearing with resolute
strength; and Hao Shichao, who integrates the expressive features of young male, martial male and painted-face roles.
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Excerpts
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Crying at the City Wall from North and South Make Peace
Main Cast  Wu Guiyun, Zhao Xuan, Zhao Ke
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The Hu Homestead
W OIREH - RERE- FEE
Main Cast Zhang Jingyue, An Shuancheng, Qi Zengchao
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On the Execution Ground from The Injustice Done to Dou E
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Main Cast Sun Na, Wang Ping, Zhang Bin
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The Bloody Battle at Wagiao from Wagiao Pass
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Main Cast Hao Shichao, Sun Na, Qiu Ruide
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'This selection of excerpts from Hebei Bangzi Opera showcases a variety of vocal styles, martial
arts choreography, masterful acrobatic techniques, and consummate acting in dramatic scenes.
Crying at the City Wall from North and South Make Peace tells how the captive Yang Yanshun
crosses battle lines to visit his mother. Torn between loyalty to his country and filial devotion, he
expresses his anguish in heartrending singing and formulaic routines. In 7he Hu Homestead, the
heroine Hu Sanniang engages in a fierce close combat with the Liangshan outlaws. The role of the
female warrior displays a distinctive blend of grace and strength. On the Execution Ground from
The Injustice Done to Dou E highlights Hebei Bangzi Opera’s expressive vocal style. With her arms
tied up and restrained, Dou E relies solely on singing, facial expression and limited movement to
proclaim her innocence, her lament conveying overwhelming grief and injustice. 7he Bloody Battle
at Wagiao from Wagiao Pass is a dazzling display of martial choreography.
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Zhang Jingyue

The production is notable for its transformation of role types — from young scholar to painted-face hero — mirroring
Zhong Kui’s journey from man to spirit and deity. Hebei Bangzi Opera’s musical style blends Kungu and Bangzi elements,
while the staging incorporates dance and demanding acrobatic feats, showcasing the genre’s distinctive theatrical vitality.
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Wu Guiyun, Hao Shichao, Sun Na, Qiu Ruide, An Shuancheng
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The Magic Lotus Lantern
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First staged in 1960, The Magic Lotus Lantern is another celebrated
classic of the Hebei Bangzi Opera repertoire. The story goes like
this: the Goddess of Mount Hua falls in love with the mortal
Liu Yanchang. After they get married, she gives birth to a son,
Chenxiang. Her brother God Erlang suppresses her under
Mount Hua. When Chenxiang grows up, he axes the mountain
open and rescues his mother, thus reuniting the family. The
production draws upon folk legends, drama and dance drama, and
the stage choreography integrates ribbon dance, fan dance and
peacock dance into the martial movements. Masterly skills such as
spinning leaps, spear kicks, backflips, and many more make
captivating sights. As for the music, it moves beyond traditional
Bangzi Opera rhythmic patterns and introduces Kungu tunes, folk
songs as well as choral elements inspired by Gan Opera. Combining
powerful singing with thrilling combat sequences, The Magic Lotus Lantern
has remained a favourite with audiences for over six decades.
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‘The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Sun Na, Hao Shichao, Qiu Ruide, An Shuancheng
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Information provided by the Hebei Bangzi Opera Theatre of Hebei Province




