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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, and
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Concessionary ticket holders must produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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Only applicable to stage programmes (except specified programmes), Chinese Opera Festival 2026: Chinese Opera Film Shows and
Legacy and Vision: Conversations with Chinese Cultural Masters. For discount details, please visit the Chinese Culture Festival or the
presenters’ websites.
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A New Cantonese Opera
Ancient Tune of Guangling
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Patrons can enjoy only one of the discount offers for each ticket purchased. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be
admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse
admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers. The presenter reserves the right to change the programme
and substitute artists. The content of the programme does not represent the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and Leisure and

Cultural Services Department. 27
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In the waning years of the State of Wei, the realm is beset by unrest and political strife. The famed scholar Ji Kang cherishes
the ambition to bring order to the world; yet the reign of Wei declines, while the Sima clan usurps power. With no recourse,
he withdraws into seclusion among the bamboo groves. One night, he dreams of an
immortal who imparts to him a piece of gin music that is out of this world —
Ancient Tune of Guangling. He is also told both its origins and the ominous fate
entwined with it. Upon waking, Ji Kang devotes himself to mastering the piece,
and at last unravels its hidden codes. He intends to give the piece its first
sounding before his friends, so he calls a gathering of kindred spirits in the
bamboo grove. Yet Zhong Hui arrives uninvited. In the clash of words that
follows, animosity grows.
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Loong Koon-tin

Soon the political situation worsens. Sima Zhao murders the
sovereign and installs a new emperor, styling himself Prince of

Jin, his authority towering above all. Seeking to consolidate

his rule, he endeavours to draw celebrated literati into his
service. Ji Kang’s close friend Shan Tao, who is a relative of
Sima Zhao, is ordered to summon him to office. Zhong Hui also
rises in favour through his talents. To evade conscription, Ji Kang
conceals himself among the common folks and severs ties with
Shan Tao. Yet, in adjudicating a dispute between the Lii brothers,
he incurs the resentment of the elder, Lii Xun, who conspires with
Zhong Hui to bring false charges against him. Sima Zhao, long
wary of Ji Kang’s renown, seizes the chance to strike by another’s
hand. Thus Ji Kang, steadfast in righteousness and unbending in
speech, is thrown into prison. Three thousand students petition for
his pardon, but in vain. At the place of execution, he remains calm,
takes up the gin, and plays Ancient Tune of Guangling one last time.
As the strings break, his mortal soul departs. Yet his lofty morals and
integrity endure among posterity.
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Loong Koon-tin, Tang Mi-ling, Yuen Siu-fai, Liu Kwok-sum,
Man Shuet-kau, To Wing-sum, Ng Lap-hei
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'The running time of each performance is approximately 3 hours
including an intermission of 15 minutes.
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Man Shuet-kau

Postscript to the Cantonese Opera Ancient Tune of Guangling
— Woo Kwok-yin

In an age of turmoil, how may one endure?

Among all beings, who may seek refuge?

Lord and ministers overturned, uprising never cease;

Like hunting stags in a contest, all contend for the cauldron of power.
In the political wilderness, tunes rise from the bamboo grove;

At court, reed mats are cut to signify break offs.

Despite numerous carriage rides, all roads lead to nowhere;

Eager to offer strategies, striving for a name or two.

Alas for Ji Kang, upright in remonstrance,

From that tragic hour on, Tune of Guangling can be heard no more.

The Ancient Tune of Guangling was a composition for the gin, now long
lost to the world. Its association with the honoured literati Ji Kang
during the Wei-Jin period is recorded in the historical archives. Within
that narration the entanglements of human nature and the cruelties of
political strife are laid bare — matters that still compel a sigh of lament.

I have therefore ventured to revitalise the story, drawing chiefly
upon the traditional bang-huang melodic system and established
qupai (set tune-patterns), while adopting a spare dramaturgy and an
elevated, classical diction, seeking to refine and distil, to cast aside the
superfluous and preserve the essential, so as to evoke once more the
ways of the world at the time. I hope that, while contributing to the
preservation of the Cantonese operatic tradition and the furtherance of
Chinese culture, this work may also offer audiences of all generations
something that may, in the spirit of the ancient dictum, ‘stir the
emotions, sharpen observation, foster fellowship, and give voice to
grievance’, thereby leaving space for reflection and reminiscent.
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Pre-performance Talk
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Speakers Loong Koon-tin, Tang Mi-ling, Yuen Siu-fai, Woo Kwok-yin, Leung Wai-hong
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Moderator To Wai Sau-ming, Marilyn
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building, Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first come, first served basis.
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Post-performance Talk
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Speakers Loong Koon-tin, Tang Mi-ling, Yuen Siu-fai, Liu Kwok-sum, Man Shuet-kau, Ng Lap-hei
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Moderator To Wing-sum
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Auditorium, Sha Tin Town Hall
IEZY b R R R S

Audience members can participate without registration after the performance.



