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The Unique Artistic Features
and Vocal Characteristics of
Shangdang Bangzi Opera

13/8 (A Thu) | 7:30pm
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Sheng Yihui (Chinese opera researcher)
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AC2, Level 4, Administration Building,
Hong Kong Cultural Centre
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Free admission. Limited seats available on a first come, first served basis,
Online registration is required.
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Tickets are NOW available atall URBTIX outlets, self-service ticketing kiosks, on internet, by mobile app URBTIX and telephone booking.
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Half-price tickets are available for full-time students, senior citizens aged 60 or above, people with disabilities and the minder, and
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) recipients. Tickets for CSSA recipients are available on a first-come, first-served basis.
Concessionary ticket holders must produce evidence of their identity or age upon admission.
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‘Generations Together 1+1°, Group Booking, Package Booking Discount and Exclusive Offer to Museum Pass Holders
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Only applicable to stage programmes (except specified programmes), Chinese Opera Festival 2026: Chinese Opera Film Shows and Legacy and

Vision: Conversations with Chinese Cultural Masters. For discount details, please visit the Chinese Culture Festival or the presenters’ websites.
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Patrons can enjoy only one of the discount offers for each ticket purchased. Please inform the box office staff at the time of purchase.
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Members of the audience are strongly advised to arrive punctually. Latecomers and those who leave their seats during the performance will only be
admitted and allowed to return to their seats respectively during the intermission or at a suitable break. The presenter reserves the right to refuse
admission of latecomers, or determine the time and manner of admission of latecomers. The presenter reserves the right to change the programme
and substitute artists. The content of the programme does not represent the views of the Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau and Leisure and
Cultural Services Department. B
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The house programme will be
uploaded on the performance day.
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Culture, Sports and Tourism Bureau
The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
of the People’s Republic of China
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Bangzi Opera
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Jincheng City
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Theatre,
Hong Kong City Hall
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Lyrics and dialogue with Chinese and English surtitles.




Qi Suzhen
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The Banquet at Sanguan
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Chen Sugqin, Qi Suzhen / Dong Xiaoqin (as Dowager She),
Zheng Fagen, Li Dan
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The Banquet at Sanguan was adapted in the 1960s by
Zhao Shuli from the Shangdang Bangzi Opera
repertoire of Lovalty, Filial Piety, and Chaste Virtue,
based on the legendary folklore Warriors of the Yang
Family. Refined through decades of staging, it has
become a representative work of the genre. While the
plot shares that of Silang Visits His Mother, with Yang
Silang (the Fourth Son of the Yang family) taken captive
by the Liao army and marries the Liao princess, the plot
takes on a totally different track when the son sees
his mother, Dowager She. Instead of emphasising his
predicament and filial love, he is castigated by his
mother, in front of his mother-in-law, Empress Dowager
Xiao, for placing personal gain above patriotic duty.
Silang’s wife, Princess Taohua dies in shame, while
Silang, torn by guilt and despair, takes his own life.
The production features a cast of virtuosi, including
Plum Blossom Award winner Chen Sugin, alongside
Qi Suzhen and Zheng Fagen. Their portrayals vividly
capture Dowager She's resolute righteousness, Empress
Dowager Xiao's grief over the loss of her daughter, and
Silang’s inner turmoil. Combined with the genre’s
grand musical style, traditional percussion, and
distinctive costume design, the performance embodies
the authentic spirit of Shangdang Bangzi Opera.
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The running time of each performance is approximately 2 hours and 30 minutes including
an intermission of 15 minutes.
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To Kill His Wife

R iﬁ Main Cast:

PR EE ~ WA

Chen Sugin, Zheng Fagen
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Assassinating Empress Dowager Xiao and
The Great Battle from Yanmen Pass
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Li Fan, Li Dan, Wu Yanyan
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Forced into Insanity from

Incidents at the Temporary Imperial Palace
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Chen Sugin, Zheng Fagen, Wang Zhen
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Dong Xiaoqgin
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This programme features three excerpts that showcase
the vocal and physical virtuosity of Shangdang Bangzi
Opera. To Kill His Wife (also known as Wu Han Kills
His Wife) tells a tragic tale in which Wang Yulian
sacrifices herself to uphold her husband’s greater
cause. The emotional complexity between husband
and wife is conveyed almost entirely through singing,
making it a celebrated example of vocal innovation
within the genre. Assassinating Empress Dowager
Xiao and The Great Battle from Yanmen Pass form
part of the Yang family saga and are signature works
for the sheng (male) role. Yang Balang (the Eighth
Son of the Yang Family), acting under Dowager She’s
command, infiltrates the Liao camp to assassinate
the Empress Dowager Xiao before escaping with his
family. Fast-paced and physically demanding, the
scenes feature acrobatic feats such as hair-flinging,
flips and splits. Forced into Insanity from Incidents
at the Temporary Imperial Palace balances singing and
acting in portraying Jin Gui, a Han woman in the
harem of Emperor Kangxi, who is entangled in palace
intrigue. With her child being killed, she is driven into
madness. Through powerful, soaring vocals, Chen
Sugin renders Jin Gui’s psychological breakdown with
striking intensity, fully revealing the overwhelming
emotional force of Shangdang Bangzi Opera.
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Shangdang Bangzi Opera is one of the four major
Bangzi Opera systems of Shanxi. It emerged in
mid-17" century, and became popular in the
southeastern region of Shanxi — historically
known as Shangdang Prefecture. It reached its
artistic peak around the mid-19"" century, and
spread to Shandong and Hebei. The singing is
rooted in the bangiang (rhythmic-melodic) system,
supplemented by gupai (set tune) elements. Male
and female roles share the same tonal register. Its
musical style is steady and vigorous, while the
performance aesthetic is bold, impassioned and _
highly dynamic, marked by expansive gestures and

emotional intensity. The traditional repertoire
comprises over 700 works, with a strong emphasis
on historical and martial narratives, particularly
stories of the generals of the patriotic Yang family




